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mention a misfortune may bring it to pass, savages
firmly believe that this is the case. Not only will
they not mention the subject of death in plain
words, but some will not even mention the name
of a dead person or give that name to a new-born
child, so that in some tribes names die out in this
way. Many civilized people have this same idea
that it is unlucky for a new-born child to be called
by the name of a brother or sister who has already
died.

The subject of death has gathered more euphem-
isms around it than almost any other. Some of
them are ugly and almost vulgar, while others, from
the way in which they have been used, are almost
poetical. To speak of the "casualties" in a battle,
meaning the number of killed and wounded men,
seems almost heartless ; but to say a man " fell in
battle/' though it means the same thing, is almost
poetical, because it suggests an idea of courage
and sacrifice. The expression, " Roll of Honour,"
is a euphemism, but poetical. It suggests the one
consoling thought which relieves the horror of the
bald expression, " list of casualties/'

Another cause of the use of euphemisms, besides
the superstitious fear of bringing misfortune by
mentioning it too plainly, is the fear of being vulgar
or indecent. Through this feeling words which are
quite proper at one time pass out of use among
refined people. English people do not freely use
the word " stomach " in conveisation, and are often